
Nillumbik’s green wedge is the 
most pristine, the best preserved 
of the twelve Melbourne green 
wedges. Unfortunately it is being 
threatened by a Council which is 
dominated by an anti-regulation, 
pro-development  clique. This 
pamphlet from four community 
organisations is to get you thinking 
about the issues as we approach  
the next election, due in October.
All candidates for Council say they 
love the green wedge. But do they? 
The test is whether their actions in office 
are consistent with that. This council 
has failed that test. 

The green wedge exists because it is 
defined and protected by a planning 
scheme, a body of regulations which 
put a stop to urban sprawl by setting out 
what can and cannot be done beyond 
an ‘urban growth boundary’. It is the 
responsibility of green wedge councils 
to administer their local planning 
scheme in good faith, in tune with the 
essential purpose of the green wedge, 
which is conservation of the natural 
landscape and farmland in the interests 
of a liveable city for us and future 
generations.

Determining whether a permit to 
introduce a new land use in the 
green wedge is consistent with the 
local planning scheme requires hard 
won expertise from Council officers: 
expertise in both the planning scheme 
and the local environment. The Council 
elected in 2016 revealed its attitude 
to the green wedge early in its term 
when it overrode the recommendations 

What you need to know about a wasteful,  
destructive Council at odds with the 

 environment and its own community. 
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of its own officers and approved an 
application to cut down 700 trees to 
build a house on a small, steep 
property in the Rural Conservation Zone 
in North Warrandyte. Quite simply,  
and blatantly, the Council got it wrong, 
but it was left to community action at 
VCAT and the Supreme Court to put 
things right. [continued page2]

Your local council is making  
a difference, but it’s not the  
difference you want it to make.

Dear Resident

Council integrity is vital to green wedge survival
We expect that our planning schemes, part of the law of the land, will be 
applied faithfully, without favouring particular affected parties. But the 
prospect of parties making a lot of money from future development puts 
continual pressure on the system to allow changes which are contrary 
to a fair interpretation of a scheme, and contrary to the public interest.
The first point of vulnerability in the planning system is the local 
council, and most of us will have heard of the issues in the City of Casey, 
which contains a part of the Western Port green wedge. The Victorian 
Independent Broad-based Anti-Corruption Commission, IBAC, last year 
began investigating “allegations of serious corrupt conduct in relation 
to planning and property development decisions at the City of Casey 
council”. The revelations from the hearings have been shocking and wide 
ranging, but the epicentre of the problem has been the local council. The 
resultant furore has motivated the current Kingston Council to appoint 
independent auditors to investigate more than 20 planning decisions and 
developments in Melbourne’s southern suburbs, many involving carving 
up the City of Kingston’s green wedge.

Vital to proper functioning of our planning system, particularly in relation 
to the green wedges, is planning expertise in the permanent council.

Whoever you vote for make sure your candidate will commit to 
maintaining strong planning controls in the Nillumbik Green Wedge.

Election coming up!

Help Us Protect The Green Wedge for Future Generations
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Council integrity 
is vital to green 
wedge survival.

Whoever you vote for make sure  
your candidate will commit to maintaining 

strong planning controls in  
the Nillumbik Green Wedge.

Sadly, the Council repeated the exercise 
with an application in Cottles Bridge 
shortly thereafter, with a similar 
outcome. 

An even greater failure under this 
Council has been the mass exodus 
of experienced officers, including 
the CEO, most managers and all the 
planning officers. This exodus has 
been on such a scale that it raises 
the question as to whether it was a 
deliberate strategy designed to create 
a compliant management. Whatever 
the cause, it has resulted in expensive 
redundancies and the loss of experience 
and corporate memory which does not 
serve the interests of ratepayers.

But the most remarkable action of the 
current Council has been its program 
to create a replacement Green Wedge 
Management Plan. Remarkable because 
it was un-necessary. The existing plan, 
Nillumbik’s first, created in 2010, 
was designed to serve, with updates, 
until 2025. What was the point of a 
replacement, rather than an update? 

Supposedly to ‘inform’ the new 
one, the Council commissioned 
a major community consultation 
program, culminating in a randomly 
selected Community Panel, which 
after six weekends’ work produced 
recommendations relating to the  
future of our green wedge. 

Rather than handing the 
recommendations directly to the 
professionals preparing the new plan, 
the Council promptly and gratuitously 
rejected significant recommendations. 
The Council meeting which considered 
the recommendations confirmed 
the attitude of Council: a group of 
four, Crs Peter Clarke, Bruce Ranken, 
Jane Ashton and Mayor Karen Egan 
consistently voted to diminish the 
green wedge protections recommended 
by its own Panel. The other three 
Councillors, Cr’s Grant Brooker, Peter 
Perkins and John Dumaresq were 

outnumbered on our seven member 
Council. We thank them for their 
support of the green wedge.

Because of the loss of the established 
planning department the replacement 
Plan was generated by an external 
consultant without planning 
experience. The draft produced was 
overwhelmingly rejected by the 
community, and by a majority of 
the Council’s own Panel. It revealed 
Council’s view of the Nillumbik 
Green Wedge, incorporating as it did 
suggestions of more subdivision and 
a relaxation of zoning. Most revealing 
were indications of its intentions to 
pressure the State Government to relax 
certain green wedge protections.

Shockingly, this fruitless exercise has 
cost ratepayers in the vicinity of half 
a million dollars.  Cr Karen Egan, 
current mayor, was elected with the 
support of Facebook lobby group PALs 
[Pro-Active Landowners}, of which 
she claims to have been the founder. 
Its policy stance is essentially that 
green wedge landowners should be 
free to use their land as they see fit, 
unconstrained by the planning scheme, 
and its environmental overlays and 
restrictions on what can be done in the 
green wedge. PALs think that unless 
you live in the green wedge you have no 
legitimate interest in it.

This of course is a fundamentally 
flawed position. None of us wish to be 
restricted in what we do on our own 
land, but we accept that restrictions are 
necessary in the interests of a liveable 
environment for us all. The green wedge 
is an asset which belongs to the entire 
city, residents of Eltham – and every 
other suburb – as much as those who 
are lucky enough to own a green wedge 
property.

The PALs/Egan/Ashton position 
combines to sad effect with the 
generally pro-development, anti-
regulation stance of Crs Clarke and 
Ranken. If PALS had been in charge  

in 1971 there would be no green  
wedge at all.

We four community organisations  
plan to assess the green wedge 
credentials of candidates who nominate 
for the forthcoming elections and to 
identify for you those who are most 
likely to offer strong support for the 
Nillumbik Green Wedge. To help us 
to do that we invite you to add your 
contact details to our emailing list. 
Either: 

• add them online at   
wedgetales.com.au/get-involved/ or 

• email your name and address to 
contacts@wedgetales.com.au

Thank you for reading this.



Fire safety in the green wedge
Since Black Saturday fire safety considerations have risen to a new level 
in Nillumbik and across the State. The 2009 Bushfire Royal Commission 
said that it was important to “ensure that development does not occur 
in areas in which either the bushfire risk or the environmental cost of 
making people safe is too high.” And the recent catastrophic fire season 
has further dramatically exposed the increasing vulnerability of bush 
settlements.

The planning scheme has been significantly amended in response to 
this developing situation, with conditions requiring that priority be 
given to the protection of human life, including by directing population 
growth and development to low risk locations. There will be cases in 
which it will be judged impossible to rebuild safely after a building has 
been lost to fire.

A balanced and informed assessment process is vital to protecting 
the community and first responders as well as our green wedge 
environment.

Without the Planning Scheme there would 
be no green wedge
The regulations which define and support the Green Wedge are part 
of Victoria’s planning scheme. We are all subject to planning controls. 
Your next-door neighbour cannot set up dog kennels next to you. An 
abattoir cannot be set up in the middle of the shopping centre, nor a 
panel beater next to a school. 

What we can do on our property is governed by rules related to land use 
zones. Residential zones are designed for residential living, industrial 
zones are designed for factories. Melbourne’s Green Wedge zones are 
designed to protect and conserve the natural environment, agriculture 
and the rural landscape. Their purpose is prevent urban sprawl. 

Assessing the green wedge zone conditions is the job of green wedge 
councils. Important development permit decisions require 
understanding of both the planning scheme and the local environment. 

For example - A ‘dwelling’ is not a prohibited land use in the Rural 
Conservation Zone, but a permit to build is required, and the 
assessment must consider whether the rural nature of the particular 
area would be degraded by the development. Considerations include 
the effect on biodiversity, upon habitat and visual character.

Your Vote is Vital forThe Green Wedge’s Survival!



If you want to find out more  
go to this website: 
wedgetales.com.au

To keep up to date sign up 
for our newsletter: 
contacts@wedgetales.com.au
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Help Us Protect The Green Wedge for Future Generations

Protecting Biodiversity and Sustainable Agriculture
Since European settlement close to 70 % of Victoria’s native vegetation  
has been cleared, with the consequent loss of biological diversity.
Biodiversity refers to the variety of life on earth, in all its forms and 
interactions, from soil bacteria, worms, fungi, insects, plants and 
animals. Biodiversity, the interdependent web of all life is the most 
complex feature of our planet and its most vital. Biologist Professor 
David Macdonald says that “Without biodiversity there is no future for 
humanity”. The air we breathe, the water we drink and the food we eat all 
ultimately rely on biodiversity. Without plants there would be no oxygen 
and without bees to pollinate flowers there would be no fruit and nuts.
Recent studies reveal that there has been a dramatic decline in  
insect life over recent decades. The loss of biodiversity may be a  
bigger threat to humanity than climate change.
The Nillumbik Green Wedge contains valuable native vegetation 
supporting significant biodiversity. This invaluable resource needs to  
be protected for the life forms it contains and for the supporting role  
it can play in sustainable agriculture.
Agricultural land in the green wedge can play an important role as  
part of Melbourne’s food bowl. This will be supported by protecting 
biodiversity and ensuring that agricultural land is not subdivided and 
fragmented. Industrial-scale intensive agriculture is killing ecosystems, 
while sustainable agriculture integrated with natural systems is 
the way towards a healthy planet.
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