
We all owe a big thank you to  
Sir Rupert Hamer, Liberal Premier 
from 1972 to 1981, and before that 
Minister for Local Government. 
Premier Hamer had the foresight 
to create green wedges separating 
urban growth along transport 
corridors from farms and parkland 
between, and developed a 
network of regional parks for the 
recreational enjoyment of people 
living in the fast-expanding suburbs.
Since that time these green wedges have 
been an integral part of Melbourne’s 
urban planning. They are a crucial 
limitation on uncontrolled urban 
sprawl. Most importantly, they are 
designed to provide open space, 
preserve rural landscape, be the “lungs 
of Melbourne”, and to conserve native 
vegetation and wildlife habitat.  
They are a vital part of keeping 
Melbourne livable.

Legislation introduced by the Bracks 
Government clearly delineated the 
urban growth boundary to stop urban 
encroachment. This legislation was 
designed to protect green wedges 
from inappropriate development, and 
especially to protect areas of high 
environmental and scenic value such 
as Nillumbik, the Dandenong Ranges, 
the Yarra Valley, Westernport and the 
Mornington Peninsula. Legislation to 
keep the natural beauty we all enjoy.

Each local Council with Green Wedge 
land is required to prepare a Green 
Wedge Management Plan which sets out 
how the council will fulfill its custodial 
responsibilities. 

The Nillumbik Green Wedge 
Management Plan 2010-2025 is 
Nillumbik’s response to these statewide 
planning requirements. The purpose 
of the plan is to direct the sustainable 
management of the Green Wedge, in 
conformity with State Government 
guidelines. 

The Council is required to review the Plan 
every five years and this was done in 
November 2015. However, the current 
Council has begun a further review 
and has removed the Green Wedge 
from its five strategic objectives. 

How come we have a Nillumbik Green Wedge,  
and why should you care?

If you want to find out more  
go to this website: 
greenwedge.warrandyte.org.au

To keep up to date sign up 
for our newsletter: 
savethegreenwedge@gmail.com

You can find the Nillumbik Green 
Wedge Management Plan on the 
Council’s website:  
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/greenwedge

Wedge
1

Sponsored by the Green Wedge Protection Group, Friends of Nillumbik and the Warrandyte Community Association.

This is unfortunate given that when 
the current shire was formed in 1994 
it was established specifically as a 
conservation shire with the Green Wedge 
as its strategic focus. Prior to that the 
Eltham Shire maintained strict planning 
controls which upheld green wedge 
values and goals.

Since their formation Green Wedges 
have been under constant development 
pressure, both internal and external.
There has been incremental erosion 
from inappropriate development and 
the pursuit of private interests at the 
expense of the common good. Constant 
vigilance is required to preserve the 
original intent and vision of Premier 
Hamer. 

Without the active support of all 
concerned citizens this heritage will  
be lost to future generations.
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